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Science and Technology


Sakha Republic (Yakutia) has a long tradition of research and innovation in science also in engineering and technology research institutes. There are unique scientific institutions: Institute for Permafrost,  Institute of Mining, Institute of Physical and Technical problems of the North, Institute of Biology, Institute for the Problems of Indigenous Minority Peoples of the North, and some others.








Welcome to Yakutsk 





Yakutsk is the capital city of the Sakha Republic (Yakutia) situated on the Lena River. It used to be a small wooden fort built in 1632 by Russian Cossacks who were exploring Siberia. Nowadays it is a big city with the population of more 250,000 people. The city of Yakutsk presents a mixture of modern tall buildings, Soviet time blocks of apartments and old wooden houses. The city was built on permafrost, a layer of frozen soil hundreds of meters deep which never melts, that is why most of the constructions are on stilts so that the heat from the buildings does not melt the layers below.


 In the winter Yakutsk is shrouded in “habitation fog”, brought about when the air is so cold that hot air from houses, people and cars cannot rise. It is not a good idea to walk out in the streets of the city in winter when the temperature falls below 45 degrees C. But you can enjoy yourself visiting one of the museums or theaters of Yakutsk. Major attractions include the Natural History Museum, that covers the history of the region, both of man and of flora and fauna, Archaelogical and Ethnographic Museum, that is run by the Yakutsk State University, the Museum of Mammoth, Fine Arts Museum. The cultural life of the city is vibrant. The performances year round are at   Opera and Ballet Theatre, the Sakha and Russian Drama Theatres. You can enjoy folk dances at the Dance Theatre. The Sakha Drama Theatre is a number one touring venue and offers   performances which were awarded the top Russian “Gold Mask” prize.   




















SAKHA REPUBLIC (YAKUTIA)








Climate


The climate of the Sakha Republic (Yakutia) is the most severe of the inhabited world with an average -43.5° C temperature in January and an average July temperature of + 20°C. Only exceptionally dry air and calm weather conditions make such temperatures bearable.  It is a land of permafrost, which goes into earth to a depth of over 1,500 meters. The Oymyakon region is situated in the coldest area of the Northern Hemisphere, where the temperature falls as low as –71° C. The gap between winter and summer temperatures is sometimes as great as 100° C, a phenomenon which is unknown anywhere else on our planet. 








Economics


At present, our republic is both industrial and agricultural. Mining is the main branch of its economy. The economic development of the Sakha Republic (Yakutia) is determined mainly by its large mineral resources of the hundred or so various kinds of minerals which have been discovered in Yakutia, among them gold, diamonds, coal, tin, antimony, iron-ore, zeolite, oil and gas. Yakutia has developed timber and wood working industries. It hosts not only the biggest gold-mining and diamond mining plants but also carbon and mica factories, gas and timber industries. 








Geography


The Sakha Republic (Yakutia) is situated in the north-east of Russia and covers a huge territory (3 million square kilometers). Half of Yakutia lies beyond the Arctic Circle. Yakutia is sparsely populated as the majority of the population is concentrated in the mining cities of Mirny (diamonds), Aldan (gold) and Nerungry (coal), as well as the capital city of Yakutsk.   Non-industrial cities have smaller, mostly indigenous, populations, which mainly depend on agriculture, livestock production and reindeer husbandry.


The present population is approximately 1, 000, 000 people.    


The Sakha Republic (Yakutia) occupies the basins of the great rivers flowing to the Arctic Ocean - the Lena, Yana, Indigirka, and Kolyma – and includes the New Siberian Islands between the Laptev and East Siberian seas.  The Lena-river (4.400 km) is the longest of all rivers, and it crosses Yakutia from the south to the north.  Yakutia’s nature is diverse. It includes the tundra, the taiga and the forest-steppe natural zones. Forests occupy the most part of the republic’s territory, that is why Yakutia is often called a ”taiga kingdom”. 









































